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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
We are off to a great start - September was filled with a variety of energizing activities 
from welcoming our new students to Homecoming and all the activities surrounding 

that tradition to Fall Open House.  I am very pleased to be serving as the principal of 
Bainbridge High School and am truly honored to be part of this dynamic learning 

community. Our students, teachers and families make BHS a great place to be. We 
hope to see you at some of our upcoming events. 

On September 4th we welcomed 346 new freshmen, 318 sophomores, 311 juniors, and 
288 seniors for a total of 1263 students at BHS. Enrollment at BHS is about 33 

students above last year’s enrollment. After this first month of school, we are settled 

in to our fall semester classes, and a great deal has been accomplished in a short 
amount of time. 

 
In addition to a number of new students, we are also very pleased to welcome the 

following new teachers and support staff to our BHS community this year.  
 

Nicole Bakker            Counselor (F – Mc) 
Renee Burnett           Spanish Teacher 

John Cervinsky          Career  & Technical Education Director 
Jessica Fuchs             Biology & Chemistry 



Kelly Jiroch                English & Yearbook  

Robert Mize                Chemistry & AP Biology 
Joe Rice                      Social Studies, Leadership & Achieve 

Tracy Shulman           Social Studies & Achieve 
Joy Best                      Math Teacher (back from Leave) 

Juliet Shier                 Highly Capable TOSA (Shared) 
Jennine Rau               Autism Specialist (Shared) 

Bridget Butler            English Language Learner Teacher (ELL) (Shared) 

Deana Lyon                LPN  - Health Rm 
 

 
Site-Based Council AND PTSO Leaders 

We have completed our September meetings for both our high school Site-based 
Council and Parent Student Teacher Organization (PTSO). Great turnout for the PTSO 

meeting – thanks to everyone that attended and let’s keep up the momentum. 
 

Members of this year’s BHS Site-Based Council are: Joanne Meins, Barbara Shane, 
Molly O’Hara, and Jeanne Bastiani (parent/community reps); Sarah Lucioni, 

Brian Messing, Clayton Black, and MaryAnn Samson (student reps); Rebecca 
Dawson, Barbara Deines, Heidi McKay, Derrick Lovelace and Mary Alice O’Neill 

(staff reps). Future meetings of the BHS Site Council will be held from 3:30 to 5:00 
PM in the BHS Library on Tuesdays on these dates: Oct.14, Dec. 9, Jan. 13, Feb. 10, 

Mar. 10, Apr. 14, and May 12. If you have any questions, suggestions, or comments 

you would like to share with the council, please contact Mary Alice O’Neill at 780-
1250, and/or plan to come to any of the council meetings. We always begin our 

meetings with public comments. 
 

This year’s high school PTSO officers are: 
 

Co-President - Karey Manor 
Co-President – Kirsten Fitzgerald 

Secretary - Adrienne Crowley 
Treasurer - Jennifer Sharp 

Co-Volunteer Coordinator - Julie Davis 
Co-Volunteer Coordinator - Judy Ogden 
 

Please see information about our PTSO elsewhere in this newsletter or online: 
www.bisd303.org/domain/1137 

 
THANK YOU to all of these individuals for serving our school in these important 

positions. 
 

NATIONAL MERIT SEMI-FINALISTS 
Recently we were pleased to be informed that three of our BISD seniors have been 

declared Semi-Finalists by the National Merit Scholar Corporation. Congratulations to 
Maggie Hoberg, Noah Levine and James Maltman for this outstanding level of 

achievement. These students will be continuing in the Merit Scholar Program process. 
National Merit Finalists will be announced in February 2015. From more than 1.5 

million students nationwide who entered the 2015 Merit Program by taking the 2013 

Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholar Qualifying Test, these students rank among 

file:///C:/Users/moneill/Documents/www.bisd303.org/domain/1137


the top half percent of our state’s high school seniors. 

 
NATIONAL MERIT COMMENDED STUDENTS 

In addition to the announcement of our National Merit Semi-Finalists, we have also 
received notification that twenty-one BHS seniors have achieved the recognition of 

National Merit Commended Students. These very high achieving students are: Rachel 
Aber, Callan Barash-David, Alexina Boudreaux-Allen, Clara Derrickson, Emily 

Garfunkel, Noel Hilst, Riley Irish, Joseph Gildner, Sam Maracich, Jackon 

McCoy, Riese Meyers, Edward O’Mara, Holt Ogden, Emma Pazoff, Chris 
Pecunies, Rachel Perry, Grace Purdy, Quinnlan Rain, Chad Roberts, Emma 

Spickard, Julia Wiggins.  Of the 1.5 million students nationwide who entered the 
2015 Merit Program there are only 50,000 students who have achieved the distinction 

of National Merit Commended status. Congratulations to these outstanding scholars. 
 

PSAT for 11th Grade Students 
Thanks to the Bainbridge Schools Foundation, we will administer the PSAT to all 11th 

grade students during the first part of the school day on Wednesday, October 
15th.  All 11th grade students will be automatically registered for the exam at no 

cost.  
 

The schedule for that day will be modified, and details surrounding time and location 
for the exam session will be sent out via listserv, posted on the BHS website, and 

delivered in person by counselors to students in early October.   
 

Next year all 11th grade students will again have the opportunity to take the PSAT at 
Bainbridge High School (thanks to the Bainbridge Schools Foundation).  The exam 

ONLY counts as the National Merit Qualifying Exam when taken during the 11th grade 
year. 

 
Academic Awards and Test Scores 

Washington Achievement Award:  The Washington Achievement Award is based on 
the Washington Achievement Index and criteria from the Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act (ESEA) Flexibility Waiver. Schools are recognized as top performers in 
one of six categories:  

 Overall Excellence 
 High Progress 

 Reading Growth 
 Math Growth 

 Extended Graduation Rate (awarded to high and comprehensive schools only)  
 English Language Acquisition 

Bainbridge Island High School is once again on this list of top schools in the state, 

earning recognition in “Overall Excellence” and “Special Recognition - Reading 
Growth.” 

 

HSPE and EOC: The Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction has released 
the results of the High School Proficiency Exams for 10th graders as well as the End of 

Course examination scores from last spring.  BHS students performed very well on 
these state mandated exams; in fact our results were among the very best of all high 



schools in the state.   Clearly there are some great things happening at BHS- thanks 

to all of the staff, families and students who made these scores possible 
        BHS  State  

EOC-Algebra 92.0% 79.2%  

EOC-Biology 92.5% 77.3% 

EOC- Geometry  95.8% 79.2% 

HSPE- Reading 96.1% 82.6% 

HSPE-Writing 96.7% 85.3% 

 

STUDENT INVOLVEMENT IN CLUBS AND ATHLETIC TEAMS AT BHS 

There is a wealth of research to support the notion that involvement in activities 
“beyond the classroom” has a positive impact on student achievement. Here at BHS, 

we encourage our students to find activities, clubs, and/or sports that fit their 
interests and add balance, variety and fun to their student life. Based on the very high 

level of student involvement in extra-curricular activities at BHS, it appears that our 
students are responding to this encouragement! For those students who are still 

seeking opportunities to get involved, we will hold a “BHS Club Fair” during both lunch 

periods on Tuesday, October 14. We hope you will encourage your student(s) to check 
out the great opportunities presented via the diverse array of clubs at BHS. 

 
RELEASE OF DIRECTORY INFORMATION, PHOTOGRAPHS/VIDEOS 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) allows schools to release 
directory information about students” …without consent upon the condition that the 

parent or adult student be notified annually of the school’s intention to release such 
information and be provided the opportunity to indicate that such information is not to 

be released without prior consent. Such information shall not be released for 
commercial purposes, to use for evaluation, public relations, publishing, public 

awareness, and/or educational purposes. Directory information is defined as the 
student’s name, photograph/video, address, telephone number, date and place of 

birth, dates of attendance, participation in officially recognized activities and sports, 
weight and height of members of athletic teams, diplomas and awards received, and 

the most recent previous school attended.” (Material quoted above comes from BISD 

Policy/Procedure P3231 Pg. 4 of 8.) 
 

Please consider this as our Second and Final annual notification to parents of this Act 
and Policy. If you would NOT like to have the school release any directory information 

about your student(s), please contact Ruby Howing in the BHS Counseling Office, 
rhowing@bisd303.org by10, 2014. 

 
RELEASE OF DIRECTORY INFORMATION TO ARMED SERVICES RECRUITERS 

Consistent with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) provisions 
noted above, Bainbridge High School is required to release student directory 

information to U.S. Armed Services and Washington National Guard recruiters.  If you 
would NOT like to have the school release any directory information about your 

students, please contact Ruby Howing in the high school Counseling Office, 
rhowing@bisd303.org  by October 10, 2014. 

 

If you are currently receiving information at your home from any of the armed forces 
recruiters and would rather not be on their mailing list, check the most recent mailing 

for the telephone number, address and/or website you can contact to have yourself 

mailto:rhowing@bisd303.org
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removed from the mailing list. 

 
 

Mary Alice O’Neill 
Principal, Bainbridge High School 
 
 

 

AROUND BHS 

 
Fall Play Announced 
BHS Theater presents The Laramie Project for our fall play.   The play tells the story of 

the citizens of Laramie, Wyoming and their perspective on Matthew Shepherd, a young 
college student, who was a victim of a brutal hate crime in 1998.  Performances are No-

vember 7 & 8 and 14 & 15 in the LGI.  7:30 p.m. curtain.  Come support BHS Theater! 
 

Attendance Information 
Welcome to a new school year. Following are a few things regarding Attendance:  We do 
not accept notes for attendance purposes.  Please call (842-2918) or use the online sys-

tem to excuse your student.  Please let me know if your student is leaving early prior to 
their departure.  Students must pick up a "green" slip to give to their teacher and then 

sign out on the clipboard in the Attendance Office.  If arriving late, students must sign in 
and pick up a "pink" slip to present to their teacher.  If you have any questions, don't 

hesitate to call.  Thanks and hope you and your student have a great year. 

  
Here are the instructions for excusing your students ONLINE. This is to be used only by 

parents/guardians. Be sure your password is not shared by others.  Below are the in-
structions. 

  
1.  Log on to Skyward using your Family Access information.  You can access this site 

through the BISD webpage if you do not have the link. 
  

2.  Click on the Attendance link found in the list on the left side.  If you have more than 
one student make sure that you are on the correct one by confirming their name is in 

the box found in upper left corner of the page.  If you need to change students, just use 
the drop down arrow. 

  
3.  Once on the Attendance page, click on the tab along the top "Attendance Notifica-

tion". 

  
4.  Then click on the button (upper right corner) called Add Notification. 

  
5.  This page will allow you to excuse your child for the day (s) or just for a period or 

time frame: for example: 11-a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on October 14th.  Please note there is a 
box available for additional comments, if you choose to use it. 

  
6.  Once all of the information is entered REMEMBER to click the SAVE button.  This will 

update our system and the absence will be excused. There is no need to call the Attend-
ance Office for this absence. 



  

Hope this information will help.  Don't hesitate to call Marla Timmons, Attendance Secre-
tary, if you have questions (842-2918).  HAPPY SCHOOL YEAR!! 

 

NOTES FROM THE NURSE 
A Message from the School Nurse 
Most of you have likely noticed over the past few weeks that the days are getting 

shorter, the temperatures have dropped and the drizzle has begun.  As we approach the 

winter months this also means that we are entering the Influenza (or “Flu”) season.  I 
would like to share with you some information regarding the “Flu” and this year’s 

influenza vaccine. 

Influenza is a viral illness associated with many symptoms such as sore throat, high 

fever, headache, cough and muscle aches that result in many missed school and 
workdays every winter.  In addition, there are many pediatric and adult patients who are 

hospitalized every year because of influenza.  Especially susceptible are those in “higher-
risk” groups such as persons with an underlying medical condition such as asthma, lung 

disease, heart disease, kidney disease, sickle cell disease, immuno-deficiency or a 
metabolic disease such as diabetes.    

The influenza vaccine is available each fall and is usually modified slightly each year in 
an attempt to target the anticipated strains for the upcoming winter. People who receive 

the vaccine can potentially decrease the risk of hospitalization and other complications of 
influenza.  Persons over the age of 9 years only require one dose annually.  Children 

under the age of 9 need to receive the vaccine in 2 separate doses each year. 

I encourage ALL students and their families to consider getting vaccinated for 
influenza this year.  The vaccine is available both in injection form as well as in 

a “nasal mist” form for persons with certain qualifying conditions. 

If you have further questions regarding whether the influenza vaccine makes sense for 

you and/or your student, I strongly encourage you to contact your health care 
provider.  Of course you are also always welcome to contact myself, Heidi McKay RN, at 

780-1386.  

The influenza vaccines will be available at your physician or other health care provider’s 
office as well as many area pharmacies.  The website www.findaflushot.com is a great 

resource to help you locate an area flu shot clinic. 

  

  

We have students (and staff) at Bainbridge High School this year who have severe food 

allergies to a WIDE variety of foods (nuts, dairy products, shellfish, fruits, eggs, 
etc.).  Even trace elements of these foods can result in a severe, life-threatening allergic 

reaction for those who have sensitivities to them.  Please review the following safety 
rules with your son or daughter: 

· Do not offer to share or exchange food with others. 

 
· Hand-washing with soap and water (especially after eating) is necessary to decrease 

the chance of cross-contamination of school surfaces (like desks, tables, etc.) 

http://www.findaflushot.com/


 

· If your student rides the bus, please remind them that there is a "no eating on the 
bus" policy (unless they have a medical condition that indicates otherwise). 

 
· Unfortunately, in the past there has been an occasion or two in our school district 

where a student has been "bullied" because of their food allergy.  Please stress the 
importance of "no-bullying" (anytime, but) especially in this area - more than feelings 

could be damaged - people can actually die if they are exposed to the food they are 
allergic to. 

 
Together we can all help to create a safe environment for ALL of our students (and staff 

too!). 

Bainbridge Island School District invites parents of grades 5-12 to a presentation of the 
district’s HIV/AIDS curriculum and a preview of the instructional materials used. The 

presentation is scheduled for Tuesday, October 21, 2014, at 5:00-6:30 PM in the 
Woodward Middle School Library.  As stipulated in the Washington State RCW 

#28A.230.070, attendance at this meeting is mandatory if a parent/guardian is 

considering having their child excused from the lesson when it is given in their 
classroom. For more information or clarification, call Judy Kornbau at 206-780-1071.

  

Washington State Healthy Youth Survey 

Our district is participating in the Washington State 2014 Healthy Youth Survey.  At 

Bainbridge High School, the survey will be given on Wednesday, October 15, 2014 
during our “Focus Wednesday”. 

The Healthy Youth Survey includes questions related to physical activity and diet, 
unintentional and intentional injury, substance use, risk and protective factors, access to 

school-based services, and sexual behaviors, abuse and orientation.  Survey results are 
used by schools, communities and state agencies to plan programs to support our youth 

and reduce their risks. 

The Healthy Youth Survey is given to students in grades 6, 8, 10 and 12 across 
Washington State. 

Participation in the survey is voluntary and the student’s answers are anonymous. 

Please read the linked Parent and Student Notification flyer for more information about 
the Healthy Youth Survey – 
http://bisd303.org/cms/lib3/WA01001636/Centricity/Domain/1150/Healthy%20Youth%20Info%202014.pdf 

Little Spartans’ Preschool—Openings Available! 
Now enrolling; Little Spartans’ Preschool. This preschool is at BHS and is taught by an 
adult teacher and high school students who are enrolled in the Exploring Childhood 1 

and 2 classes.  The preschool operates, from 8:45-10:45 on Wednesday and Friday 
mornings. Children ages 3-5 may participate in this program.  

http://bisd303.org/cms/lib3/WA01001636/Centricity/Domain/1150/Healthy%20Youth%20Info%202014.pdf


Little Spartans’ preschool has the unique opportunity to offer small group and one –on-

one instruction for the young child.  On every preschool day the children will have time 
with their High School teacher who will be present during their play and learning 

activities.  As they are interacting with the children, the teachers are modeling and 
integrating the social and academic skills needed before moving onto Kindergarten.   

 
These learning activities may include; free play, art, science, outside play as well as 

letter and number work.  For Registration and Information, please contact Kelly Warga, 
Preschool Teacher (206)780-1394 or kwarga@bisd303.org  
 

 

BHS & EHHS Blood Drive 
Semi-annual Puget Sound Blood Drive @ BHS & EHHS on Thursday, Oct. 23, 
Commodore Gym, 8:30-2:30PM. 

PTSO NEWS & REQUESTS 

PTSO eScrip Fundraising – Sign Up, Renew and Verify School Designation 
BHS PTSO prides itself on not inundating parents with fundraising events but instead 

relies on the dollars generated through directory sales, PTSO donations and the eScrip 
program.  eScrip generates funds for our schools through money spent at companies 

like Safeway without any additional expenditures - so parents just need to sign up, 
designate their school and renew each year by November 1st.  We can renew for you 

and will do so for everyone who has not done so (unless we hear otherwise from you by 
October 15th). 

 
To sign up, renew or change your school designation, you can find directions on the 

PTSO website in the PTSO section in the Family tab or click on this link. 

http://www.bisd303.org//site/Default.aspx?PageID=9872 
If you register your major credit cards with eScrip, you will earn money for BHS when 

you eat at certain restaurants too.  (Please note that Safeway only donates money 
through eScrip on CASH purchases, so please use your ATM or cash at Safeway if 

possible!)  THANKS for signing up! 

 

PTSO Volunteers Needed 

HELP WANTED – Volunteers needed.    Stay connected with your high school student 
and BHS by volunteering through PTSO.  Studies have shown that there is a direct 

correlation between parent involvement and student/school success.  There are 
opportunities to participate at a level that fits your schedule.   Please contact one of our 

volunteer coordinators to sign up! 
Julie Davis   davis-bi@msn.com    206-780-1814 

Judy Ogden      ogden_j@mindspring.com  206-855-7964 
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DISTRICT NEWS 

Volunteers Needed!
Seeking Volunteers for Advisory, Program Review Committees! 

The Bainbridge Island School District is seeking parents and other interested commu-
nity volunteers to participate on a variety of school district advisory and program re-

view committees for the 2014-2015 school year. Vacancies are anticipated on the fol-
lowing committees: 

 Title VII Indian Education Parent Committee 

 Instructional Materials Committee 

 Multicultural Advisory Committee 

 Health Education Advisory Committee 

 Highly Capable Education Advisory Committee 

 K-12 Science Program Review Committee 

All of the district-level groups listed above include parent, community and school in-

structional staff member representation and meet on a regular basis during the school 
year. Anyone interested in participating in one or more of these groups may apply by 

returning a completed volunteer application form addressed to Judy Kornbau at the 
Bainbridge Island School District, 8489 Madison Avenue NE, Bainbridge Island, WA 

98110, by fax at (206) 780-1089 or by email at jkornbau@bisd303.org. The applica-
tion form is available on the district website in the menu given in the left column of 

the page at:  http://bisd303.org/Domain/1388  
 

For more information, contact Judy Kornbau at (206) 780-1071 or at her email ad-
dress above. 

Annual Asbestos Notice from BISD for Parents, Students and Staff 
In the past, asbestos was used extensively in building materials because of its insulat-

ing, sound absorbing, and fire retarding capabilities. Virtually any building constructed 
before the late 1970’s contained some asbestos. Intact and undisturbed asbestos ma-

terials generally do not pose a health risk. Asbestos materials, however, can become 
hazardous when, due to damage or deterioration over time, they release fibers. If the 

fibers are inhaled, they can lead to health problems, such as cancer and asbestosis. 

 
In 1986, Congress passed the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA), 

which requires schools to be inspected to identify any asbestos-containing building 
materials (ACBM).    

 
The Bainbridge Island School District developed an asbestos management plan in 

1988 for each school, which is reviewed and updated regularly. Suspected locations of 
asbestos-containing building materials (ACBM) have been located, sampled, and rated 

according to condition and potential hazard. Along with yearly monitoring required by 
law, every three years, Bainbridge Island School District conducts a re-inspection to 

determine whether the condition of the known or assumed ACBM has changed.  At the 
same time, recommendations are made on managing or removing the ACBM. The last 

re-inspection in October 2011, evaluated the condition of all identified materials listed 

tel:%28206%29%20780-1089
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in the Management Plan as ACBM (or assumed to be asbestos-containing). The next 

re-inspection will occur in October of 2014. The district also has periodic surveillance 
of the ACBM performed every six months and submits the reports to the schools 

involved. 
 

The management plan includes information related to: notification of the availability of 
the management plan; the status of asbestos activities; education and training of 

employees about asbestos and how to deal with it; notification to short-term or 

temporary workers on the locations of ACBM; the posting of warning labels in routine 
maintenance areas where asbestos was previously identified or assumed; following set 

plans and procedures designed to minimize the disturbance of asbestos containing 
building materials; and how to survey the condition of these materials every six 

months to assure that they remain in good condition. 
 

Blakely, Ordway, Commodore, and the older buildings at Bainbridge High School still 
contain ACBM although much of the original ACBM has been removed during previous 

remodels and upgrades. Other than minor construction projects that may require 
minimal abatement, the district has no plans to remove, encapsulate, or enclose ACBM 

during the 2014-15 school year. Any minor construction projects requiring abatement 
will be completed during the summer of 2014, in strict accordance with the laws 

governing asbestos abatement. 
  

Sakai, Woodward, Maintenance, Transportation, Administration and the new Wilkes 

building do not contain ACBM.    
 

It is the intention of Bainbridge Island School District to continue to comply with all 
federal and state regulations controlling asbestos and to take whatever steps are 

necessary to ensure students and employees learn and work in a healthy and safe 
environment. 

 
You are welcome to review the district’s asbestos management plans. Copies of each 

building’s plan are available at the school office. Please call Tamela Van Winkle, who is 
the School District’s Designated Asbestos Program Coordinator, if you have questions 

about the District’s Asbestos Management Program at (206) 780-1595. 
 

This notice is provided as required by law. 
 

Annual Integrated Pest Management Notification from BISD 

The Bainbridge Island School District has an Integrated Vegetation and Pest 
Management Program (IPM) with policies and procedures.  The program is an 

ecological approach to suppressing pest populations (i.e. weeds, insects, diseases, 
etc.) in which alternative pest controls are considered.  Where practical, such methods 

are implemented before chemical controls are used, so that pests are kept at 
acceptable levels through effective, economical, and environmentally safe means. 

Policies and Procedures are available on line at:  
http://www.bisd303.org/Page/8828 

 
The Bainbridge Island School District will manage vegetation and pests in a manner 

that: informs the community; utilizes an ecological approach; minimizes the use of 
pesticides and the risk to human health and the environment; and considers 

http://www.bisd303.org/Page/8828


community values in establishing standards of maintenance for School District 

properties. 
 

 
The following is a list of the names of compounds classified as Category 3, and an 

approximate date of application throughout the school year from September, 2014 
through August, 2015: 

 

 
 

COMPOUND  

 
CB-80    

Contrac Blox 

Dipel DF (Biological insecticide) 

Finale 

Finale 

Niban 

Premise Foam  

Terro 

Tri-Dust  

                                                          

                                     

 

 EPA REG # 

 
279-3393 

12455-79 

73049-39 

432-956 

432-955 

64405-2 

432-1391 

149-8 

499-429                                          

 

PURPOSE 

 
Ant eradication 

Rodent eradication 

Control tent caterpillars 

Weed, grass, brush control  

Weed and grass control 

Ant Eradication 

Termite eradication 

Ant eradication 

Stinging insect eradication 

 

ANTICIPATED DATE OF APPLI-

CATION 
 

As needed by exterminator 

As needed by exterminator 

May, June by Grounds Maintenance 

April-October Grounds Maintenance 

April-October Grounds Maintenance 

As needed by exterminator 

As needed by exterminator 

As needed by exterminator 

Summer by exterminator or Mainte-

nance 

 

 

The procedure adopted by the school district requires that at least 48 hours of notice 
be given to schools and school communities where herbicide or pesticide applications 

are scheduled. Compliance also includes: 
 

 Updating the IPM Hotline (780-1885), 
 Posting signs at the application site and providing a listserv labeled “NOTICE: 

PESTICIDE APPLICATION” and  including; the pesticide product name, intended 
time and date of application, naming the specific location of the application, 

identifying the pest to be controlled, including contact names and numbers of 
the applicator, and listing the IPM hotline number,  

 Displaying the listserv notice in a prominent place in the front office of the 
school effected, as well as on the school’s public calendar for 24 hours after the 

application, and 

 Posting all signs for 24 hours after application, or longer, depending on the 
product label.  

 
Exceptions to the above procedure are; 

 
 In the case of an immediate threat to public safety, public health or the envi-

ronment requiring quick action, such as the control of stinging insects, notices 
will be posted after the application, 

 Uses of disinfectant to control microbial pests, 
 Placement of insect or rodent bait stations not accessible to students, and 

 School holidays when the school is unoccupied by students for 48 hours follow-
ing the application.  

 
You can sign up to receive listserv messages by going to www.bisd303.org, select “For 

Families”, then select “Email Listserv” and “Subscribe” on the left. 

http://www.bisd303.org/


 
 

 

 

 

COUNSELING OFFICE AND CAREER CENTER 

http://www.bisd303.org/domain/648 
Counseling Office.........................................................206-842-2913 

Adam Ward.......................................780-1259......................... Students A-E 
Nicole Bakker…..................................780-1359....................... ..Students F-Mc 

Lauren D’Amico (M, T, TH)..................855-0419.......Students Me-P & Running Start 

Jamie K. Walter.................................780-1376........................…Students Q-Z 
 

    Registrar – Cris Cannestra…780-1253   
    Counseling Secretary Ruby Howing…780-1251 

 
To better serve everyone, counselors operate on an appointment system; students 

and/or parents can contact Ms. Ruby Howing to schedule an appointment.  Counselors 
try to be available for drop-ins during break and lunch. 

 
DEADLINE TO DROP A CLASS 

Even though most students are scheduled into 6 classes, 5 courses define a “full-time 
student.”  Wednesday,, October 15 th is the last day for students who currently carry 6 

courses to drop down to 5 courses without it showing on the high school transcript.  
From October 17th through November 26th, if a student drops a 6th class it shows as 

an “W” on the transcript with no penalty to the GPA.  Drops after November 26th  will 

carry a grade of “F”.   Students who drop below 5 courses are no longer full-time; this 
may have implications for athletics and insurance and/or support benefits. 

 
 

 
UPCOMING DATES.......................................PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

 
Thurs., September 19………………………9th Grade Parent Night, 6:00pm 

Thurs., September 19 …………………….BHS Open House (all grades), 6:45pm 
Thurs., October 2   ………………………….Senior Parent Night, 7:00 pm 

Wed., October 15 …………………………….Junior PSAT & Focus Wednesday 

 

 PSAT FOR 11TH GRADERS 

Thanks to the Bainbridge Schools Foundation, we will administer the Preliminary Scho-
lastic Aptitude Test (PSAT) to all 11th grade students during the first part of the 

school day on Wednesday, October 15th. All BHS 11th grade students will be auto-
matically registered for the exam at no cost.   

http://www.bisd303.org/domain/648


The schedule for that day will be modified, and details surrounding time and location 

for the exam session will be sent out via listserv, posted on the BHS website, and de-
livered in person by counselors to students in early October.   

  
PSAT FOR 9TH AND 10TH GRADE STUDENTS 

Students in the 9th and 10th grade that are interested in taking the exam will NOT be 
taking the PSAT at Bainbridge High School (details above), but do have the opportuni-

ty to take it at Eagle Harbor High School on Saturday, October 18th. 

Please read the information below carefully if you would like to sign up your 9th or 
10th grade student for the PSAT. 

If your son or daughter is interested in taking the PSAT exam on Saturday October 
18th, please bring a check for $20 (payable to EHHS) to Becky Beemer in the main of-

fice at Eagle Harbor High School by 3pm on Tuesday, September 23rd. 

 Note:  Next year all 11th grade students will again have the opportunity to take the 
PSAT at Bainbridge High School (thanks to the Bainbridge Schools Foundation).  The 

exam ONLY counts as the National Merit Qualifying Exam when taken during the 11th 
grade year. 

   
CLASSROOM GUIDANCE 

Beginning in late September, the counselors will conduct information sessions for all 
grade levels.  Freshmen will continue their orientation by asking questions and 

listening to information from counselors during “Focus Wednesday” activities October 
15.   Sophomores and juniors will hear about testing opportunities, college rep visits, 

and the National College Fair.  Seniors will have an opportunity to hear and ask about 
“life after high school” planning issues. 

 
COLLEGE VISIT UPDATES (JUNIORS/SENIORS) 

Many U.S. and Canadian colleges send members of their admissions staff to BHS and 

the Seattle area each fall to visit with interested high school students.  These are 
wonderful opportunities to meet with (often) THE person who will first read our 

students’ applications.  Therefore these meetings are great for the rep to put a “face” 
on the interested student or applicant and for our students to learn more about the 

college and put their “best foot forward.”   Students are encouraged to go to these 
sessions even if they have visited the college to show “demonstrated interest.” 

 
The list of colleges grows each week and it is important to check the list often to see if 

new colleges have been added to the schedule.  The complete list can be found on the 
main BHS website.  The upcoming list can be found in Naviance (via the BHS 

Counseling webpage).   
 

Only students may attend the sessions held at BHS.   Sign-up via the Naviance 
website is mandatory. 

 

Parents and students are welcome to attend any of the sessions held in the Seattle 
area.  Usually the colleges ask that students and their parents RSVP prior to attending 



the area sessions so they have enough materials and chairs available. 

 
Very few college visits will occur after December. 

 
SENIORS:  CLASS OF 2015 

Seniors are reminded to consult their Class of 2015 Planning Guide, located under 
“College Planning” on the BHS Counseling Home webpage.  It has information about 

post high school planning, including the application procedure, timelines, financial aid 

information, and other pertinent data about planning for life after high school.   
 

TEST DATES FOR SENIORS 
Seniors planning to attend a four-year college in the fall of 2015 are advised to have 

their testing completed by December of this year. Registration materials (what to 
bring and how to prepare materials) are available in the counseling office, on the BHS 

counseling web page, as well as on the websites listed below. 
 

Please Note: Students may register online for the 
SAT at  www.collegeboard.org and for the 

ACT at  www.act.org  
 

Our High School Code is: 481-580 
 

Note:  A great SAT study tool can be found on Naviance.  Look for “Method Test Prep 

2.0” and take advantage of this new free resource purchased through the BHS ASB. 
 

FAFSA- FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID (SENIORS) 
FAFSA—The Free Application For Federal Student Aid is available online at 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov  It is required of all students who will apply for any need-
based financial aid for colleges. The FAFSA cannot be submitted until January 1, 2015 

but it is important for families to begin organizing and collecting the required data 
now.  The FAFSA 4Caster can be found under the link above or by a web search.   

 
FINANCIAL AID - “CSS PROFILE” FORM (SENIORS) 

The “CSS Profile” is required of applicants applying for need-based financial aid by a 
relatively small number of colleges (almost all are private).  Information on this 

program for students planning to enter college in the 2015-2016 school year is 
available at: https://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile  

   

 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA & CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY 

APPLICATIONS 
Students interested in the above schools should get their applications completed and 

postmarked by November 30th.  This is ESSENTIAL for the U.C. system and 
strongly recommended for the C.S.U. system.  Students should take note on how the 

colleges want this information submitted. 
 

 
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON APPLICATIONS:  DEADLINE is DEC. 1st. 

The window for applications to be submitted is October 1-December 1.  The UW now 
requires that students self-report their high school courses and grades. They only 

http://www.act.org/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
https://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile


want high schools to send an official transcript at the end of the school year. Students 

are advised to be very accurate with all data. Seniors can order a free unofficial 
transcript electronically through www.parchment.com  

 
 

COMMON APPLICATION (SENIORS) 
More than 500 private colleges accept the Common Application and the applications 

are available on the web at     https://www.commonapp.org  A counselor 

recommendation is required as well as Teacher recommendation(s) when using the 
Common Application.    Details are available on the BHS Counseling website, Home, 

College Planning Site.   
 

FOUR YEAR BACCALAURATE PUBLIC COLLEGES (SENIORS) 
 Applications for Eastern, Evergreen, Central, University of Washington, Washington 

State and Western Washington are available on-line through the colleges’ websites. 
Please note:  All state schools prefer online applications.  While these schools 

will not respond to applications before December 1, seniors may submit them prior to 
that.  Early applications are especially recommended if a student is interested in a 

campus-based scholarship and priority housing.  No recommendation letters are 
needed for most state colleges. 

 
BHS counselors are available for appointments with students and/or parents to assist 

in the post high school planning process. 

 
COMMUNITY COLLEGES (SENIORS) 

The entrance requirement for the 34 public two-year colleges and technical colleges in 
Washington is a high school diploma.  All prospective community college students 

should submit applications no later than early spring since most campuses assign 
registration appointments based on receipt of a completed application.  The ASSET or 

Compass test (taken at the Community College) is used to determine appropriate 
placement in courses. 

 
SERVICE ACADEMIES & ROTC SCHOLARSHIPS (SENIORS) Now is the time to be 

applying for the above.  If you are not already in the application process, the 
counseling office has information to get you started.  Check for ROTC/Academy Night 

Information Sessions under the College Visits in Naviance.  They are also listed in 
“College Rep Visits” on the main BHS website.   

 

 
NAVIANCE FAMILY CONNECTION 

Naviance Family Connection is our high school's web based service for post high 
school planning and the college admission process and be found in the Counseling 

section of the BHS website.  Naviance provides families with up-to-date, objective 
information including: 

 
a)  college information and a robust college search feature 

 
b)  admissions information for individual colleges 

 
c)  career and personality inventory ("Do What You Are")  

http://www.parchment.com/
https://www.commonapp.org/


 

c)  scholarship information 
 

d)  a schedule of college admissions officers who will visit BHS 
 

e)  free test preparation for the SAT – (Method Test Prep) 
 

f)Scattergrams: 

One of the most exciting features of Naviance is the Scattergrams in which viewers 
can find out where former Bainbridge High School students (from the Classes of 2002 

through 2013) were accepted, rejected, waitlisted, etc. We believe this information 
will assist students who are interested in two- and four-year colleges make good 

decisions about which colleges to investigate.  The counseling office will continue to 
update the information in these pages as it becomes available at the conclusion of 

each school year. 
 

Information about accessing Naviance can be found under the Counseling 
channel of the BHS website. 

 
Guests are welcome to visit Naviance and explore many of the features without 

seeing individual student information.  The guest password is:  bhs   . 
 

We encourage all Bainbridge High School students and parents to investigate this 

valuable resource. 
 

Message to Parents by Stephanie Dunnewind, 
Seattle Times 9/4/04 

 
Experts offer these tips for balanced involvement with children. 

 
Admit fallibility. Children who grew up with controlling parents “almost to a T, had 

never heard their father or mother say ‘I don’t know’ or ‘I was wrong,’ “said family 
therapist Dan Neuharth. “Parents who exert an unhealthy control are afraid that 

admitting they’re wrong will erode their authority. But it’s a healthy lesson for children 
to hear parents say, ‘I don’t know.’” 

Get a Life. “Some parents are so focused on their child’s development that they forget 

to pay attention to their own development,” Neuharth said. “Have your own hobbies 
and friendships. Its important to make that a priority.” 

 
Don’t push development by pressuring kids.  “It doesn’t work,” said psychologist 

Michael Thompson. Plus, kids pick up on parents’ anxiety or disappointment. “Unless 
there are clear signs a child is significantly behind,  

I want parents to trust a child’s development.” 

 
Make family time a priority. It should be as important as education, athletics, social 

activities and other outside commitments, advises Dr. Alvin Rosenfeld on his Web site, 
www.hyper-parenting.com  

 
Don’t over schedule.  “Childhood needn’t to be an endless treadmill of productivity 

http://www.hyper-parenting.com/


and self improvement,” Rosenfeld notes. “Kids deserve to have fun, down time, and 

empty spaces in their lives to fill any way they choose to.” 
Follow children’s lead. “If children consistently don’t want to do an activity, it’s best 

to leave it alone,” Neuharth said. 
 

Focus on your child, not your dream of what your child should be. 
 

Don’t expect perfection. “If you use the same standards you have for adults, kids 

will always feel inadequate,” Rosenfeld said. 
 

Give more space as children grow older. “Parents have to take a step back at each 
(developmental) step along the way,” said Michael Murphy, head of Seattle Country 

Day School, “At each grade level, children should have more ownership.” 
 

Work with teachers first. Sometimes if parents have a problem, they go right to the 
principal. “Teachers should be the first line of communication,” said Jo Ann Yockey, 

head of Westside School, an independent school with preschool through fifth grade. 
 

Take a deep breath. See if kids can work out problems before stepping in, or wait a 
day until everyone has calmed down before addressing an issue.   

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
See Calendar below please.



 

 

 

 

COMMMUNITY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS 
 

The new BISD website provides better and more efficient navigational elements to 

what was previously one-page of all the Community News & Events listings. From the 
link below you will see the following choices in the left-hand menu, allowing you to 

more quickly choose the information you want to see: 

 School-sponsored Events & Information 

 February (monthly) Community Events 
 Community Classes 

 Ongoing Community Opportunities 

 

Here's the link:  http://www.bisd303.org/domain/1005  
 

 

 

CALENDAR 

Oct 2 Senior Parent Night             BHS Commons              7:00 pm 

Oct 3 Photo Retake Day           8 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Oct 13 Special Monday Schedule w/ periods 0-2-4-6 only    1:35pm release 

Oct 15 

PSAT for 11th graders,                    Special Schedule 

“Focus Wednesday” for 9th, 10th & 12th 

Oct 15 Fall Choir Concert                 LGI                             6:30 pm          

Oct 23 Student Blood Drive @ BHS & EHHS 

Oct 27-31 Red Ribbon Week 

Oct 29 Fall Band Concert           BHS Commons                  6:30 pm 

Nov 5 Cash for College PTSO Speaker    BHS Commons      7:00 pm         

Nov 7 1st Quarter Ends 

Nov 11 NO SCHOOL – Veterans’ Day Holiday 

http://www.bisd303.org/domain/1005


  

  

  

 


